                                     Anti-Social Behaviour Seminar                                    
1. Better the devil you know than the devil you don’t!
2. Sometimes you get more than you bargained for out of life!
(Adage One)            Better the devil you know than the devil you don’t!

Anti-social Behaviour Orders (ASBO’s) are the Governments response to the Community Safety Strategy for Northern Ireland. The aim of which is to tackle street violence, low-level crime, neighbourhood disorder and fear of crime.

Rt Hon. John Spellar (Criminal Justice Minister) said, “Anti-Social Behaviour Orders would go a long way in removing the blight of antisocial behaviour from local communities.”

The Government view is ASBO’s will seek to prohibit a person from causing:

Harassment, Alarm and Distress and prevent abusive and disruptive behaviour and inciting others to commit these.

But how will this happen? (Our community is confused)

Already there are difficulties with the implementation process.

Local administrators on Councils, NIHE and PSNI are unable to fully agree the implementation processes, while those people in our communities presently experiencing long-term distress from anti-social behaviour will have to endure the misery inflicted upon them (as for as North Down is concerned) for at least another 12 -16 months.

Better the devil you know than the devil you don’t!

Regarding ASBO’s the devil we Don’t know is:

1. Who’s going to enforce them within our communities?

2. How are they going to be enforced?

3. Are the resources available? (PSNI etc)

4. How do we prevent their abuse by individual complainants? (Intolerant people)
5. What measures are in place to monitor the issuing of these by Magistrates? 
6. How do we thwart discrimination against young people?

7. What does it mean ‘all efforts have been addressed’ before applying for an ASBO? (Every existing remedy exhausted)
8. Will partners engage with Community Restorative Justice Projects

***The devil we Do know!

In Kilcooley we have a successful community restorative justice programme IMPACT.

Initiative-Making-People-Accountable-for-Community- Troubles
Operating a voluntary holistic programme of services which embraces and involves the views of victims of anti-social behaviour – works with the offenders to redirect them from these activities and reintegrates the person into the community by involving them in community projects such as intergenerational / environmental initiatives.

Since it was established in March 2003 they have received over 200 referrals.

Two thirds of these were people who had come to the attention of paramilitaries.

23 of these were aged between 16-25yrs and it is thought their actions may have resulted in paramilitary action being taken against them. This has been averted!

The proposed length of the process of application for ASBO’s may indeed cause many within communities to approach paramilitaries to deal with their problems.
Beside this, IMPACT have developed preventative ‘targeting programmes’ which identifies areas where anti-social behaviour is prevalent and they target the young people involved to recruit them into their varied programmes and activities thus redirecting them to more positive conduct.

Community Mediation Services are also provided to try to address neighbour disputes and bring a positive conclusion to these problems. (Adults commit more ASB than children!)

***However the IMPACT project and the work they do is scorned by many of our local Councillors who believe it is too closely connected to the paramilitaries, even though its Advisory Committee consists of members of NIHE, PSNI, NIPB, Women’s’ Aid, Churches, Victim Support, Residents Groups and others.

***Better the devil we know!

The Chief Constable said, “I believe community restorative justice is the way forward as long as it is victim orientated.” 

Although ASBO’s may offer anonymity for the victim and provide professional witnesses on their behalf – the victims’ need may be met but their hurt is not addressed.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Where there are communities with restorative justice projects operating 

I believe these should be used as part of the process to prevent ASBO’s being sought and issued.

I believe Government departments and local Councils should be encouraged to investigate the existing projects and find ways to utilise them as part of the Community Safety Strategy for Northern Ireland.

***In areas where there are no restorative justice initiatives

I believe it is imperative agencies involved should ensure all efforts have been addressed, every avenue / remedy exhausted before seeking ASBO’s from the courts.

(Adage Two)      Sometimes you get more than you bargained for out of life!

As a community development manager I am not convinced ASBO’s will be an effective deterrent against anti-social behaviour.
 I do not agree with Mr Spellar’s view these ‘will go a long way in removing the blight of anti-social behaviour from local communities.”

In many communities across Northern Ireland young people are not deterred by the threat of criminal prosecutions or paramilitary punishment attacks so what deterrent will ASBO’s be?

Sometimes you get more than you bargained for out of life!
ASBO’s could turn out to be just like that!!

Like the drinking bye-laws ASBO’s will move the problem to another area and encourage exclusions.
***However, in the light of all that I have said, I do think ASBO’s should be given a guarded welcome – if and only if they can reduce crime and the fear of crime in society.

Margaret Curran (Scottish Executive) said of ASBO’s, “It is important that our policies seek to tackle not just the effects of anti-social behaviour, but also tackle the problems at the roots – changing people’s behaviours.”

I believe ASBO’s on their own will fail to tackle the problem of anti-social behaviour at the root – but if the local Councils, NIHE and PSNI develop partnerships with restorative justice groups already working to change people’s behaviours, then together we can address the ‘blight of anti-social behaviour.’

Thank you  

