Dear Editor
Further to the on-going debate on the frustration felt amongst communities in North Down in relation to the 11th and 12th celebrations, I suggest one must put the comments of Liam Logan (SDLP) in context.

North Down Inter Community Forum feel it necessary to defend Mark Gordon, who is not only a dedicated local community worker, but also a Pastor of a local church.  Those in disadvantaged communities, with whom Mark has worked and supported for many years, may certainly take issue with Mr Logan’s statement that he ‘represents a very narrow and undernourished kind of Protestant culture’.  In addition the comments that Protestant culture is ‘confined to bonfires and the Twelfth’ have caused deep offence.  Which disadvantaged Protestant community in North Down is the SDLP currently actively supporting or engaging with?  Perhaps he could pinpoint the ‘illegally erected flags’ he refers to, as the PSNI have confirmed that it is not illegal to fly a Union or Ulster flag from a lamppost.
One should ask, does the SDLP actually know the real issues on the ground in these areas?  No one can recall any assistance being offered by this party, perhaps he could enlighten the reader where he has gained his vast experience.  Many Protestant people feel their identity is slowly being airbrushed from view, whilst being openly encouraged to embrace the culture of everyone else under the sun.   Mr Logan is welcome to join the many cross community training opportunities held within Kilcooley which explores  culture and identity.  He may learn the culture is wider than the bonfires and the Twelfth.
The SDLP were invited to the recent MEP Dialogue event held in Kilcooley during the European elections, but pulled out at the last minute.  This would have been an ideal opportunity for this party to meet the electorate and discuss topical local issues.  This was one of many cross community events which are regularly held in Kilcooley and attracted participants from all over Northern Ireland.  Neither the SDLP nor Sinn Fein felt it necessary to attend.  It was unfortunate that the Nationalist/Republican voters who were expecting their political representatives to be there, were left disappointed, at what turned out to be a lively but productive debate.    

Mr Logan is most welcome to attend the next dialogue event, if he should wish to make himself available when local people will be happy to discuss the current issues at length.
Yours etc

Alison Blayney

Secretary

North Down Inter Community Forum

