KILCOOLEY COMMUNITY FORUM

HOUSING FORUM MEETING
TUESDAY 9TH MARCH 2010 

Present:
Elizabeth Spence, Cecil Wilson, Elsie Hodgen, Jamie Bryson, Joanie Brown, Margaret Gordon, 

Ann McAdam, Diane McIlwrath, Jim Martin, Jim Mills, Mark Gordon (CDO), Anne Bodel 


(Admin) and Joyce Crothers (NIHE)


Apologies:
Anne Hume, Tommy Crawford, Alison Blayney and Millie Wilson
MINUTE

	1
	Welcome

	1.1
	Cecil opened the meeting and welcomed everybody.

	
	

	2
	Apologies

	2.1
	As noted.

	
	

	3
	Previous Minutes

	3.1
	These were accepted as a true record of events and was proposed by Joanie and seconded by Jim.

	
	

	4
	Matters Arising

	4.1
	Flagstones @ Church - the broken flagstones have still not been repaired but it was agreed to remove the issue from the agenda as responsibility now rests with the church and the contractor.

	
	

	4.2
	Community Garden @ Kilcooley Sq – work has commenced and hopefully will be complete by the end of project date (31 March).  Mark acknowledged that the land was given over by NIHE for this project.

	
	

	4.3
	2 Kilcooley Square - North Down Alternatives has now moved into this property.  The recent visit by Baroness Scotland, who officially opened the office, was very successful and was an opportunity to launch the CJI report which was a great commendation for ND Alternatives staff.

	
	

	4.4
	Street sign @ Ballynoe – this has still not been done and Joyce agreed to follow it up again.

                                                                                                                                               Action: Joyce Crothers

	4.5
	Millisle Gardens – the overgrown area has now been cut although it seems that rats have now been seen at Copeland Gardens.  Mark said Richard is aware of this.

	
	

	4.6
	Ballyferris Walk – no-one could confirm if this area has been cut yet.

	
	

	4.7
	Forum Funding – although the recent application was appraised for 3 years, only one year’s funding has been awarded up to March 2011 but which is gratefully received.  Mark wished it noted that the forum appreciated the NIHE’s letter of endorsement.

	
	

	4.8
	Contractors – Joanie said there is still an ongoing problem of contractors not contacting residents to organise entry to properties.  Joyce requested specific addresses and Joanie agreed to pass these on to her.                                                                                                                                       Action: Joyce Crothers

	
	

	4.9
	Football Pitch – approval to install portacabins in the school premises is pending. Jim Mills asked about levelling the land but this has not been clarified to date. A presentation to Castle Juniors recently took place. Mark said no formal letter requesting use of the land has been sent to NIHE as yet but Jamie told him that it will be done this coming week.

	
	

	5
	NCHN

	5.1
	Jim Mills said that the last meeting was actually a training session and no update is available.

	
	

	6
	NIHE Update

	6.1
	Joyce gave an update on the following –

· Figures for the waiting list and applications are the same as the last meeting in January.

· The flats’ scheme is progressing steadily.  Cecil referred to 15, 20 and 22 Innishargie Gdns which apparently come under a different scheme. Joyce explained that Kilcooley is separated into zones and then sub-divided by contract.  Schemes are not allowed to run more than 2 years and they are also allocated by the nature of work required.  She stressed it has nothing to do with where the properties are sited.

· The MEI programme is at a halt for this financial year and the Kilcooley 1A (Kilclief flats) appraisal is ready to go to DSD for approval.

· A heating programme is scheduled to commence (August) at Kilclief/Balligan Gardens.  Jim Martin referred to 39 Ballywalter Gardens and Joyce said it will be a collective programme.  When asked if this is the end of heating schemes she acknowledged that it is probably one of the last and also confirmed that welfare ones are done separately.  Joanie agreed to pass on a relevant address.                                                                                                   Action: Joanie Brown

	
	

	7
	Any Other Business

	7.1
	Mark referred to MACS @ NDA which allows disputes/ASB issues etc to be passed directly to ND Alternatives.  He added that this post has been funded by NIHE. 

	
	

	7.2
	Mark thanked the NIHE for replacing bins which had been maliciously burnt at Innishargie Gardens.  Joanie agreed to check and pass on details of one resident outstanding.                 Action: Joanie Brown

	
	

	7.3
	Robert Mahaffy recently brought it to the forum’s notice of a project ongoing on the mainland called FABPAD wherein interior designers work in conjunction with new tenants to encourage good tenancies.  It has apparently worked well to date and could potentially be a project for Kilcooley.  Mark said he will keep the forum updated on events.

	
	

	7.4
	Mark referred to a community garden/allotment initiative which has been identified as a potential social economy project.  He said Jim Russell is helping draw up designs etc and Mark will keep the forum updated as events progress.

	
	

	7.5
	A number of residents at Innishargie Gardens have set up a petition regarding the delay in getting windows replaced.  Residents at Ballynoe Gardens are experiencing the same problem and it was proposed they should also consider a petition.

	
	

	7.6
	Mark said someone tried to gain access to a residence at Ballyferris Walk on the pretext of checking the boiler.  The resident does not have a boiler so did not allow access and Joyce confirmed that a legitimate NIHE employee would have known that already.  Joanie said that the same thing seems to be happening at Craigboy and Kearney.

	
	

	7.7
	Mark confirmed the old ND Alternative properties at 17/19 Kilclief Gardens are being left at present but could be the base for what is known on the mainland as the FABPAD project.  

	
	

	7.8
	Steps @ Ballywalter – there are overgrown hedges plus rubbish dumped in the shrubbery.  Joyce agreed to follow it up.                                                                                                        Action: Joyce Crothers

	
	

	7.9
	Joanie informed the meeting that the NIHE Garden Competition is now open.

	
	

	8
	Date of the next meeting was scheduled for Tuesday 11th May 2010 at 10.30am in the forum office.
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