Kilcooley Community Forum
Housing Forum Meeting

Tuesday 8th April 2008

10.30am

Present: J. Rea, J. Brown, D. Browne (NIHE), J. Crowthers (NIHE), M. Gordon, E. Hodgen, E. Spence, A. Hume, R. Lai, M. Weir, R. Eggleston, M. Paxton, M. McKibben, S. Kennedy, M. Wilson
Apologies: E. Martin, D. McGivern, C. Wilson, A. Blayney, C. Savage.
Minutes

1. Welcome

1.1 M. Gordon welcomed everyone and thanked them for attending.
2.
Apologies

2.1 As above

3.
Previous Minutes

3.1 These were agreed as a true record. 1) R. Eggleston 2) J. Brown
4. Matters Arising

4.1 Flagstones @ Presbyterian Church: M. Gordon said Keith Porter from NIHE Grounds Maintenance had been out again looking at the damage and was intending to have the repairs carried out.
4.2 NIHE Surgery (Alan Beattie) J. Brown said Alan is aware of the request to attend the surgery and said he would be attending but due to staff shortages at NIHE offices he is not able to attend weekly.

4.3 Dampness at Drumawhey Flats: D. Browne said extractor fans had been installed in No: 19. J. Brown said the matter could now be removed from the agenda.

4.4 KEEPSAFE: M. Gordon informed the group that PSNI have extended the Drop-Safe’ timescale by a few weeks to allow for the Easter break and because it was being used. PSNI said they received information as part of the KEEPSAFE initiative and carried out a search of a property in Kilcooley and found a cannabis factory.

4.5
ICCP Update: M. Gordon said the ICCP were meeting later today and would be discussing issues such as bonfires as the official committee had removed the bonfire competition. It is also hoped stage two of the Re-imaging programme could see a community garden and shared future sculpture.
5.
Tree Planting Kilcooley Wood

5.1 As part of the ongoing Ten Year Anniversary celebration of Kilcooley Community Forum, ten ten year old children from Kilcooley Primary School will be planting a tree each in Kilcooley Wood on Tuesday 22nd April. This is also in partnership with the Woodland Trust which is celebrating the ten years of Kilcooley Woodland.

       M. Gordon gave the group an invitation to attend the event.

 6.   Learning & Resource Centre Update

 6.1 M. Gordon said No: 2 Kilcooley Square is being renovated and refurbished and will become the new Kilcooley Learning & Resource Centre. £43,000 is being spent - £10,000 of which has been provided by NIHE. M. Gordon said the Forum has asked that the oversight of this Centre should involve NIHE and he wanted to know who will be responsible from the Bangor office.
Action: D. Browne
7.
Quads Prosecutions

7.1 PSNI has told the Forum that files are being prepared against riders of quads and motorcycles who are persistently offending. They are asking NIHE if they are prepared to press for prosecution on criminal damage grounds when the vehicles tear up areas of grass owned by the NIHE.
8.
NIHE Update
8.1 D. Browne said there is 224 people who have Kilcooley as first preference on their waiting list. There have been 3 new cases of Anti-social behaviour reported.

8.2 J. Crowthers said 5 bungalows at Ardgheean Gardens have been handed back to tenants while another 6 are currently being renovated. Everyone says the bungalows are so much better now with the improvements.

8.3 A replacement heating scheme is currently being carried out in Craigboy and Kearney. J. Brown said she heard if people refuse the new heating they would be responsible for the upkeep of the old system. J. Crowthers said this was not true.

8.4
Block 7 + 9 Orlock Gardens has been given the go-ahead for major work to be carried out.

8.5 An economic appraisal is being carried out regarding Kilclief Flats. It is now proposed the flats should be demolished and the land sold to a Housing Association for new build. We await the outcome of this proposal and if agreed the work could commence in 2008.

9.
District Community Housing Network

9.1 M. Gordon said there was no specific update due to Drew being unable to attend but he did say the minutes of the last meeting had no specific issues relevant to Kilcooley.

10.
Any other business

10.1 J. Brown said that Occupational Therapists are saying that when they have written a letter on behalf of a client highlighting need they will not be writing any further letters. J. Crowthers said she would raise this at the next meeting of NIHE and OT’s and would let the Forum know the outcome. The concern was that Alan Beattie needed clarification on this matter.                             Action J. Crowthers
10.2 M. Gordon said a lot of domestic rubbish is dumped at the rear of 15 Innishargie Gardens. He said he was told it came from 15e. M. Paxton said there was more rubbish gathering at Kilclief Flats. D. Browne took a note of these.

10.3 M. Gordon said he had been told that residents of Clandeboye Heights were seen throwing old furniture over the boundary fence into Kilcooley at Balligan Gardens. M. McKibben and M. Paxton said this happens on a regular basis. M. Gordon asked if NIHE could do something to stop the people in the Loverock / Clandeboye Close areas from doing this?                                  Action: D. Browne
10.4 M. Gordon said numerous complaints have been received about a woman at Block 1 Kearney Gardens allowing young people into her home. This has also led to youths causing annoyance and damage to property. J. Brown said this had been referred to North Down Alternatives. J. Rea said if it was a man allowing children into his home it would be seen quite differently. M. Gordon asked if the matter could be addressed. J. Brown said it is being dealt with.
10.5 J. Rea asked if those getting heating replacement in Kearney Gardens are entitled to a redecoration grant. J. Crowthers said they would be.

10.6 J. Rea asked why the various agencies cannot work together to prevent one laying new asphalt and another coming and digging it up six months later. J. Crowthers said each agency has its own agenda and don’t necessarily communicate this with the others.

10.7 M. Weir asked if she was responsible for the alleyway beside her home as a neighbour said it was on the deeds of her property that she is responsible. J. Crowthers said if Margaret had any doubt she should contact NIHE Lands and Registry in Marlborough House, Craigavon who could advise her.

10.8 R. Eggleston raised concern about Phoenix digging holes at the entrance to the school and felt they had left things in a dangerous condition. He asked if NIHE could contact Phoenix and get them to sort it. M. Paxton also said she felt the diggers were a danger for children coming out of school. Ron also raised concern about a young boy driving a dumper. He said the boy was about twelve years old and was working with his father a Phoenix employee. Ron was concerned the boy could have caused an accident and who would have been responsible to cover any insurance claim. J. Crowthers said she would raise this with Phoenix.
Action: J. Crowthers
10.9 A. Hume asked if lighting was going to be put in place at the rear of her home in Fern Grove. D. Browne took note of this and will get an update.

Action: D. Browne

 Meeting Closed
Date of the next meeting is Tuesday 2nd June 2008 at 10.30am Forum office

