NORTH DOWN INTER COMMUNITY FORUM
COMMITTEE MEETING
Thursday 25 June 2009 10.00am

Kilcooley Women’s Centre 

Present





Apologies 
Alison Blayney 




Lynn Anderson

Karen Worrall





Gary Sullivan

Jim Rea

Mark Gordon

Carol Savage 

Ivor Mitchell

Jim Martin

Ollie Kennedy

Louise Green

David Mahaffy

Anne McCrea

Sandra Higgins 

Welcome

Jim Rea opened the meeting and thanked everyone for attending.

Apologies

As noted 

Minutes of Previous Meeting 

These were proposed by Karen Worrall and seconded by Alison Blayney  
Matters Arising

4.2 Link Update. 

Alison confirmed that a meeting has been scheduled with Diane Holt from the Link for 11 am on 29 July 2009. Diane has accepted this date.
4.2 NDBC Community Development Grant.

The deadline has passed for the Community Development grant.  Mark suggested that all groups be made aware of this grant (£500) and that they be encouraged to apply each time it opens.  It is a relatively easy application to complete and all groups should be eligible.  Mark asked if could be minuted that the ICF does not need to seek permission from its membership to apply for the grant each time it opens as there is only a short turnaround time for applications.  This was agreed by all present.

4.3. Margaret Ritchie Correspondence
A meeting was requested between Margaret Ritchie and the ICF.  A meeting with her junior representatives was suggested but this was declined and it was decided to hold out for a meeting with the minister herself. 
Mark Gordon to Action 

4.4. Sex Offenders Update. Nick Carson met with the First Minister and the PSNI and they agreed that there needs to be community involvement in place and on the committees dealing with these issues as the community representatives are best placed to highlight concerns locally.  Mark will feed any further information back to the ICF.

4.5. Community Safety Partnership.  The group met with Martin Magee but were not fully satisfied with the outcome. It has been suggested a meeting be arranged with those officials in Stormont who are responsible for the oversight of locally based CSP’s
4.6. Bonfire Management Programme. To date the money for the bonfire management has not been released although Mark has been informed that it should be getting signed off to today.  Mark will phone the Town Hall today to confirm if the money has come through and will urge all involved to check their bank accounts.

4.7. Flags and Emblems.  Flags have been adorning the centre of Bangor and up around the Town Hall.  Council want them taken down but a decision will not be taken regarding such until a meeting has taken place with the ICCP.  This is due to take place on Friday 26 June.  Council wants to take control over the flying of flags but there is nothing illegal in them being flown from 1 June onwards.  A group has been set up to monitor this and Mark will keep everyone updated.  
4.8. Peace 3. In her role as community representative on the Peace 3 Partnership Board Alison updated the group on the latest developments.  To date no money has been released and Alison has been fielding a lot of queries from irate communities.  In order to counteract this she has invited Jan Nixey to a question and answer session which will take place after the ICF meeting when people will be given a chance to put their questions to Jan directly.  Alison went on to explain that the applications closed on 17 April with the promise of a 7 week turnaround.  To date the partnership has not met and has no plans to meet over the summer period by which time we will be entering year 2 of the project. 

4.9. Council Meetings (July& August) Mark informed the meeting that the Council will only be holding 2 meetings over the summer in July and August.  If there should be any forthcoming event the ICF will be kept informed.

5. Any other business
There being no other business the meeting was called to a close

6. Date of next meeting 

To be arranged 

