Kilcooley Community Forum
Management Committee

Tuesday 21st April 2009

10.30am

Present: R. Eggleston, J. Brown, A. Blayney, L. Kennedy, T. Crawford, D. McIlwrath, M. Wilson, E. Hodgen, 

C. Wilson, J. Rea, M. Gordon.

Apologies: G. Robinson, O. Kennedy, M. Weir, A. Bodel.
Minutes
1. Welcome
1.1 J. Rea welcomed everyone and thanked them for attending.

2. Apologies

2.1 As noted above.

3. Previous Minutes

3.1 These were accepted as a true record. Proposed: J. Brown, seconded: A. Blayney
4. Matters Arising

4.1 Sytax at rear of Forum: M. Gordon said the NIHE has put on a temporary door to the back yard but to date has not fixed the Forum fire door. This has been an ongoing concern for the Forum and M. Gordon has been asked to raise the matter yet again with the District Manager.         Action: M. Gordon
4.2 Memorial Tree Elaine Martin: A date needs to be arranged for a commemorative tree planting service in memory of Elaine Martin. The Management agreed Tuesday 19th May 2009 at 11.30am after the Full Forum meeting. M. Gordon will inform the family. The Square Centre will provide the catering. The costs will be covered by the KOPP.                             Action: M. Gordon / D. McIlwrath / R. Eggleston

4.3 Drew McGivern Memorial: It was decided a trophy would be purchased and presented to Kilcooley Primary School as an annual award to a pupil. The Management agreed this event could take place at the same time as Elaine Martin’s service. M. Gordon will inform Mr Young and Drew’s family.

Action: M. Gordon
4.4
Learning & Resource Centre: A. Blayney said the set back this time was because three quotes obtained for the provision of equipment were lost and new quotes were being sought. SET were very keen to get the new mental health development worker in place as soon as the Centre is open.

4.5
Art of Regeneration: This is the last year of the project and the final launch of the Year 4 artworks will take place on Tuesday 28th April. M. Gordon asked people to make every effort to attend as the project has been so successful and brought great changes and benefits to the communities of Kilcooley and Redburn and Loughview.
4.6 Community Safety Partnership: In light of concerns raised about the distribution of CSP funds a meeting will take place with North Down Alternatives and representatives from the CSP. The meeting is scheduled for Thursday 23rd April at 10.30am at NDA offices.
4.7
MEP’s Kilcooley: A number of prospective MEP / candidates have agreed to attend the meeting to be held at Kilcooley Community Centre on Thursday 14th May at 11.00am. To date Sinn Fein has not responded to the invitation.

4.8 Clear Pharmacy: M. Gordon said staff from Clear Pharmacy carried out a survey in the community just before Easter. They intend coming back to gather further information to help support the wishes of the people to get a pharmacy in Kilcooley.

5. Forum Training Day

5.1 The date for the Forum training day is Monday 8th June.  Brigid Loughran has been asked to facilitate this. A venue is to be arranged and Alison is checking out venues and prices.

Action: A. Blayney
6. NDBC Spring Clean Week

6.1 The Council Spring Clean Week is Monday 18th – Saturday 23rd May. The Forum has agreed to work in partnership with Council on the Monday from 9.30-12.30pm and has asked for volunteers to get involved. Mr Young has agreed to send a number of pupils to participate encouraging an intergenerational approach to the event. All volunteers are to report to the Forum office at 9.15am.
7. Bonfires Update

7.1 M. Gordon said the ICCP has overcome the deadlock which could have prevented the bonfires being properly managed. The committees are prepared to work with Catherine Mallon (NDBC) to take the programme forward for 2009. A meeting for bonfire reps is to take place at Bangor Town Hall on Thursday 23rd April from 1.00pm-2.30pm. M. Gordon will contact bonfire reps.           Action: M. Gordon
8. Community Garden / Somme Garden / Murals

M. Gordon told the Management Committee that the ICCP are now in a position to take these projects forward. There will be a further reduction of paramilitary murals within the estate and a new Somme Memorial Garden will be erected. This also means the Arts Council NI Re-imaging project can move forward which will allow for the removal of the mural at Innishargie Gardens and a replacement at Orlock Gardens.

9. Kilcooley Neighbourhood Partnership

9.1 This has been suffering setbacks as everyone was waiting for the new NR Co-ordinator to be employed. Interviews were taking place and the person should be in post by May 2009.

9.2 It was noted NDBC had refused under ‘policy’ to allow a community rep to sit on the short listing and interview panel and therefore the Forum has agreed no Councillor or Council Officer will be invited to sit as independents at any future interviews for posts in Kilcooley. Thanks were expressed to Stephen Archibald for his support and services.
10. Omagh Housing Network

      10.1 M. Gordon said a group from Omagh would be visiting the Forum and Kilcooley tomorrow. He asked for Forum reps to come along to meet the group. Approximately 20 visitors will be coming along.

11. Group Updates

11.1 Kilcooley Women’s Centre: A. Blayney said the Centre is moving into the exam period and they are preparing for the Graduation Day. Diane Dodds will be visiting the Centre on Wednesday 22nd. They also hope to hold a good practice visit to Londonderry soon.

11.2 Tenant Support Project: J. Brown said they were sitting with 26 clients at present. A new surgery offering holistic therapies is now taking place using KD Therapies.

11.3 North Down Alternatives: J. Rea said there were ongoing referrals being received and they were operating a number of youth preventative projects. They had just had a very successful weekend away to Newcastle YMCA. Other programmes are being run in partnership with the SEE&LB Youth Services and with Rathgill Community Association.

11.4 Kilcooley Community Action Group: No rep was present but M. Gordon said the KCAG have a very full agenda for the summer period. He said they were presently meeting with Lady Sylvia Hermon and the Children’s Commissioner Patricia Lewsley.

11.5 Over 50’s Club: M. Wilson told the committee their group was very active and were about to embark on a trip to Scarborough. 
11.6 Church of Ireland: E. Hodgen said the Church had a very nice Easter period and things were going well.

11.7 Presbyterian Church: T. Crawford spoke of the good work being done in partnership with Lisnabreen and Hamilton Road.

11.8 The Square Centre: D. McIlwrath said the Centre is doing well. The new ‘Re-charge’ work offering parents a place to come to while waiting to collect children from school is picking up and is very much appreciated.
11.9 Dufferin Pikers: J. Brown said the season is finished and the group are just tying up loose ends. There are a few trips etc still taking place but the main work is ended.

11.10 Parents / Teachers Association: No rep in attendance.

11.11 Kilcooley Older People’s Panel: R. Eggleston said the ‘Better Government for Older People’ has run out of money and therefore he believes it has been terminated.

12. Any other business

12.1 C. Wilson asked about the KEEPSAFE project. M. Gordon told him the project is ongoing and it has been confirmed it has been nominated for a Tilley award. The project is now live in Downpatrick and North Belfast.

12.2 J. Brown asked if she could briefly bring in the new Mental Health Development worker to introduce him to the committee. The new worker is Kevin Bailey and he introduced himself and spoke of what he hopes to do. The Forum wished him well with his project and said they looked forward to working with him.
Meeting Closed
Date of the next meeting: Tuesday 16th June 2009 at 10.30am
