Dear Editor

As a Director of North Down IMPACT, I take great exception to some of the comments made by Councillor Weir and Alderman McKay in last weeks paper.

I would advise that Councillors check their information before speaking to the press and making complete fools of themselves and misleading the readership.  I am very disappointed that Alderman McKay continues to have such misgivings considering she has been present at presentations given to explain the principles of Restorative Justice. Perhaps while she was turning her back and talking as the presentation was given she missed some of the points made.  

One of the points raised by those opposed to such projects was the fact that no protocols were in place and now that they have been published by government the detractors are now saying they are not adequate.  Would Councillors Weir and McKay like to tell everyone what would be necessary for them to support such a project.

The panel of North Down IMPACT includes a PSNI Inspector, a Pastor, a school teacher a Deaconess and a District Manager of NIHE among others.  I wonder what paramilitary connections they have.  An invitation was extended to all Councillors and members of the District Policing Partnership to visit the Project at any time to see for themselves how it operates and raise any concerns they might have. To date very few have availed of the invite. 

They say “ignorance is bliss” and on this occasion this seems to be the case.  I would ask that Councillors make themselves more aware of the facts concerning North Down IMPACT as they could then make a more reasoned argument.

Yours sincerely

Elaine Martin

