The Editor

County Down Spectator                                                                                                        19th December 2005

Main Street

Bangor

Dear Editor

I wonder if any readers have had opportunity to watch or read the Chronicles of Narnia, particularly the Lion, Witch and the Wardrobe?

Some children, having been evacuated during the War enter, via a wardrobe, a world of fantasy and make believe. The author C.S. Lewis penned a more excellent theme than simple fantasy and thrill, but I’ll leave that to those who read or watch it to explore and enjoy.

The reason I’m raising this matter is because I think it very important the residents of North Down appreciate we may have two of the characters living in our midst. 

Because of fame, or fear of having to answer serious questions (for example about Bangor Seafront) our characters have taken on new identities; one is called Nellie and the other Pewter. Although they’ve allegedly grown up they continue to live in a fantasy world, one they entered via the mystical wardrobe of politics, a world of utter make believe, filled with myth, manipulation and misconception.

Unlike Lewis’ Narnia, they live in a world where people are never attacked, where the police have all the resources they need to tackle crime and bring criminals to justice. Their world is such it is not essential for police officers to work within local communities to tackle antisocial behaviour or for partnerships to be formed that address the hurt and pain of victims. In their world there is no need to have complicated mechanisms like restorative justice, as their ‘Aslan’ (Local Superintendent) will always come to the rescue!

On the very rare occasion that Pewter and Nellie step back through the wardrobe into the real world again they appear bewildered by fantasy and reality. Nellie becomes so paranoid she publicly states, “All community groups are infiltrated by paramilitaries” and promptly jumps back through her wardrobe before being asked to present her evidence of this to the police. Pewter on the other hand, when he tiptoes into reality, cannot remember to which political party he belongs and doesn’t understand what ‘towing party line’ essentially means. Pewter recently had the Union Flag flying upside down outside his constituency office. (Obviously he was in great distress which necessitated a speedy return to the relative safety of his Narnia)

However in the real world where most people have to live, restorative justice should be welcomed as it is more than a palliative approach to tackling crime. It supports the work of the PSNI; allows victims to have their say and encourages perpetrators of low-level crime and antisocial behaviour to become both positive and constructive contributors to society.

In the fantasy world of Nellie and Pewter there are no paramilitaries, but in the real world unfortunately they do exist, and I believe it’s imperative they are acknowledged, having been part of the problem but can help change things by becoming part of the solution. I believe we need to consult with everyone in our communities (including paramilitaries) and PSNI to find the best solution to low level crime, antisocial behaviour and to help prevent paramilitary attacks.

I would like to thank all community representatives who have signed up to the principles of restorative justice and have not been discouraged or distracted by the ravings of two fantasists who can offer no viable alternative to projects like North Down Impact which works to stop paramilitary attacks.

Yours sincerely

Mark Gordon

51 Lismore Avenue

Bangor (02891-479424 / 02891462751)

