Mark Gordon
Kilcooley Community Forum

4 Kilcooley Square 

Bangor

Dear Editor

In response to Mr Logan’s letter in last week’s paper entitled, “Unsure at source of the loyalist frustration” where he requires clarification about the frustration felt within this borough at Council’s threat to impose fines for flying the Union flags, let me put things into perspective for Mr Logan and those readers he may have duped by his ill informed republican rhetoric.

For years local communities have worked with Council on an effective bonfire management programme that has transformed bonfires across North Down. Each year the bonfire committees are subjected to more and more requests to change the way the sites are managed with little in return for the work they do. This year one Councillor in his infinite wisdom declared there were too many Union flags flying near bonfires. Another nameless bureaucrat threatened to impose fines on the committees if the flags were not removed. This has led to the frustration felt by the communities and invoked the comment, “enough is enough” which Mr Logan had no understanding about. But let me pick up a few points to give further clarification and allow Mr Logan to come forth from his furrow of blissful ignorance.

Firstly, on the issue of flags causing disputes across the world; whether that be Israel / Palestine, Yugoslavia or Kasmir, the fact is it is not the flag that causes the problem but the question of nationality. Flags may be contentious materials but they do not kill people.
Secondly, the flags flown in Bangor are our national flags and are neither loyalist nor illegal. Thirdly, the national flags were erected in broad daylight and those erecting them freely and willingly gave their names and addresses to the PSNI. I have to inform Mr Logan that no matter how much he or his republican party would love it to be illegal – it is not illegal to fly the flag of one’s country. Fourthly, no person attempted to erect any flag within the grounds of Bangor Town Hall but only on public thoroughfares. So once again Mr Logan you have not got your facts right. Finally, I believe there is within North Down Borough Council an unwillingness by some Councillors to encourage, promote or entertain anything that celebrates Protestantism, whether that be cultural or traditional and this unwillingness becomes even more evident when Unionist Councillors call for the removal of the Union flag.

With this in mind and being conscious of Mr Logan’s vast experience in Protestant culture through his Ulster Scots involvement maybe he would be best suited to educate the ‘narrow and undernourished  kind of Protestant culture’ that he suggests exists. Maybe he could run courses on Cromwellian history in Whitehill, Kilcooley, Rathgill etc when he can get his ‘SatNav’ to direct him there. Or maybe that’s not the type of all embracing history he likes to teach.
Yours sincerely

(Can also be made available in Ulster Scots)
